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 Fall Forward In Faith | FHPC Office  

As summer 

begins to 

wind down 

and the 

rhythms of fall 

return, 

September 

offers us a 

wonderful 

opportunity 

to reconnect, 

reengage, and 

renew our 

commitment 

to life 

together at 

Fountain Hills Presbyterian Church. 

 

The summer months often bring travel, family 

visits, vacations, and changes to our normal 

routines. While these seasons of rest are 

important, they also remind us how valuable 

our church family is. As we gather again this 

fall, we look forward to strengthening the 

relationships that encourage and support us 

in our faith journey. 

 

September marks the beginning of many 

activities, ministries, and opportunities for 

fellowship. Whether through worship, Bible 

studies, small groups, mission projects, music 

ministry, or special church events, there are 

countless ways to grow spiritually and 

deepen connections with one another. Every 

ministry plays a role in helping us live out 

Christ's call to love God and serve our 

neighbors. 

 

This season also presents an opportunity to 

extend a warm welcome to those who may 

be visiting our church for the first time. A 

friendly smile, an invitation to coffee hour, 

after service fellowship or simply taking a 

moment to introduce yourself can make a 

lasting difference. As followers of Christ, we 

are called to be a community where all feel 

seen, valued, and loved. 

 

As we look ahead to the months to come, let 

us embrace the opportunities God places 

before us. Together we can continue building 

a church that nurtures faith, strengthens 

friendships, and shares God's love throughout 

Fountain Hills and beyond. We are grateful for 

each person who makes FHPC the caring and 

vibrant congregation it is, and we look 

forward to all that God has in store for us 

this fall. 

 

-FHPC Office 

 

"Let us consider how we may spur one another 

on toward love and good deeds, not giving up 

meeting together, but encouraging one another." 

- Hebrews 10:24-25 
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Focus on Finance | 2026 

Finance Report | Linda Lull, Treasurer 

We remain in a positive position through July. 

There were no unusual expenditures in the 

month of July. We continue to monitor 

expenditures and were in a good financial 

position going into August. Monthly operating 

expenses run about $36,000. We expect 

giving to pick up as we enter in Fall. Thank 

you for keeping up with your pledges and 

contributions for the ministry, missions and 

operations of FHPC. 

OUR STAFF 

 

Pastor Jim Rizer 

pastorjim@fhpresby.org 

 

Eric Williamson 

office@fhpresby.org 

 

Linda Lull 

Treasurer 

 

Debbie Fisher 

Director of Music 

 

Dorothy Parris  

Pianist 

 

Frank DeGroot 

Custodian 
 

 

 

CHURCH SESSION 

 

Phyliss Kern | Stewardship 

Sandi Thompson | Connect 

Class of 2026 

 

Larry Cole | B&G 

Dean Preising | 

Administration 

Class of 2028 

 

 

 

 

 

BOARD OF DEACONS 

Jeannette Simmons 

Class of 2026 

 

Susan Titus, Moderator 

Ilene Berg, Jean Linzer 

Suzanne Ottoson 

Class of 2027 

 

Monique Reynolds, Terri 

Schmidt, Barbara 

Hoverland 

Class of 2028 

 

 

 

 

13001 N. Fountain Hills Blvd, 

Fountain Hills, AZ 85268 

July Income $   30,383  Budget   $   37,949 

June Expenses  $   36,395  Budget   $   38,206 

    

YTD Income $   260,073  YTD Budget   $   265,643  

YTD Expense $   241,202 YTD Budget   $   269,442  

FHPC eGiving is Safe and Easy 

FHPC offers church members and supporters 

a convenient way to express their generosity 

online through our Giving portal. To get 

started, sign up today at 

www.fhpresbyterian.info.  

STAY CONNECTED WITH FHPC! 

Make sure you're getting our latest news 

and updates at www.fhpresbyterian.info   

or contact the church office at 480-837-

1763 or office@fhpresby.org.  
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September Sermon Schedule 

Our upcoming Worship Schedule for September: 

 

9/6/26  Works, Works, and Works 

  Genesis 3:17-19, Ephesians 2:8-9, 4:28 

  Communion  

 

9/13/26 Every Spiritual Blessing 

  Ephesians 1:1-14 

 

9/20/26 That You May Know 

  Ephesians 1:15-23  

 

9/27/26 But God 

  Ephesians 2:1-10  

 

NEW SMALL GROUP SEASON 

One of the best ways to grow as a disciple is in a small group.  Our new season will focus on the book of Ephesians 

and will begin the week of September 13. It will be an 8-week study divided into two 4-week sessions. Pick a time and 

date that works for you to join 8-10 others to get to know better and to discover God’s word together.  

 
Saturday, September 12 

12 PM | Fireside Room 

 

“The Parables of Jesus”  

For any questions, you may 

contact Maria Berry  

602-799-9982. 

 

Every Tuesday | 10 AM  

Fireside Room 

All ladies are invited to drop-in 

for fellowship, devotions, bible 

study, puzzles, and 

conversation. 

 
Out and About will be meeting at noon, 

Wednesday, September 16th at Phil’s 

Filling Station at 16852 E Parkview Ave. 

 

Please make reservations by calling Joyce Leo at 

803-522-2889 or Bonnie Matty at 815-260-5031.  

Out n’ About 

Lunch & Lecture Ladies’ Drop-In 
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This month’s Troops/

Veterans report will 

again be another short 

one due to very little 

activity, meaning 

donations coming in 

and committee 
meetings.  Therefore, 

again, I was unable to 

schedule a date for a 

pickup from CBI 

(Community Bridges, 

Inc.) but am very 

hopeful that I will be 

able to do so soon.  I 

do want to 

concentrate more on collecting much needed 

toiletries because they are not only desperately 

needed year-round, but especially needed during the 

hot summer months.  So, I am requesting that each 

and every willing Church member and/or friend 

please be willing to make a donation of any of these 

much needed items.  Needed are: tooth brushes and 

toothpaste, bars of soap, shaving cream and razors, 

body wash and body lotions/cream, mouthwash, hair 

shampoo, lip balm and sunscreen.  Because of the 

higher temperatures from the sun, long-sleeved t-

shirts would help those that find themselves homeless 

from getting badly sunburned.  And of course our 

regularly needed items of donations continue to be 

socks, t-shirts, shorts, cargo pants, hats, and bedding.  

Let’s help those that are in need.  This is what we do, 

help those in need.   

 

September is when I begin my work on the envelopes 

that will eventually be filled with holiday notes and 

mailed to our Church-connected military which 

means that I need updated information from our 

military families to check with me to make sure I have 

all updated information for names and addresses for 

mailing purposes.  And so it begins.  

 

The Mission Committee is always happy to see 

Church members and friends from our community 

placing items in our collection box, located in the 

Narthex on the East side, in the basket cart out front 

as you enter the Church or in the Church office.  I 

thank you for continuing to help make our military 

ministry a success throughout the year for our 

Troops and Veterans.  

 

-Donna Sims 

Support Our Troops  |  Donna Sims 

“The Chosen” 

This popular television series 

has gathered praise from 

critics and fans alike for its 

historical and biblical 

accuracy. DVDs are available 

in separate boxed sets for 

seasons 1-4 to borrow from 

the church library. 

The DVDs were donated in loving memory of Evelyn 

Hrunek by friends who shared 7 years of monthly Bible 

study and a cherished relationship. 

Whether you're new to “The Chosen” or revisiting it, the 

series offers a powerful and moving portrayal of the life of 

Jesus and His followers. We encourage you to explore 

these episodes, reflect on their message, and share the 

experience with others in our faith community.  

Library Footnotes | Ilene Berg 
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Pastor’s Pen | Jim Rizer 

 Pastors are often asked, “Do I have to be a part of a church to be a Christian?”  

To answer I tend to say things like “How will others know that you are a 

Christian by how you love one another if you are not connected to one another?” 

 

There are a variety of New Testament instructions that become impossible if we 

are lone ranger Christians.  For instance, “24 And let us consider how to stir up 

one another to love and good works, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the 

habit of some, but encouraging one another,” (Hebrews 10).  If we are solo artists 

in the family of God, how do we stir up or encourage others?  How can others 

stir up or encourage us? The reality is that when we withhold ourselves from 

others we not only punish ourselves, but we stymie the encouragement and 

growth of others. 

 

All this points to the nature and design of the church.  The Greek word for 

church, ekklesia, literally means “the gathering.”  The two dominant metaphors 

for the church in the New Testament are body of Christ and the family of God.  

Both suggest a rich, regular, and meaningful connection to other Christians. 

 

Jesus gathered a small group of twelve so that they could grow in faith as they learned through succeeding and 

failing together.  Sometimes they were inspired by bold moments like Peter stepping out on the water.  

Sometimes they learned by the awkward questions of others like “(Jesus) grant us to sit, one at your right hand 

and one at your left, in your glory.”  All of this and so much more happened as they were intentionally connected. 

 

There is a fresh opportunity to experience this type of connection and fellowship as we begin the next small group 

season.  These groups will be 8-12 people who meet regularly beginning the week starting September 13.  The 

groups will get to know each other, pray together, and walk through a study on Ephesians 1-4. 

 

-Pastor Jim Rizer   

This Birthday has been so much fun!!  Guess we'll start the count down for "How 

Many More"!!?? (Sang it, didn't you) 

 

When put to the test, people can be so innovative!  Texting Code for a 99 Year Old, 

Candy, Wine, Pig cookies, and specials from Buc-ees!!.  Lots of beautiful flowers, 

"serious" and fun cards and loads of hugs and good wishes.  Should be a banner year!! 

 

It has been a special experience to share both a birthday and friendship with Debbie 

Fisher these past 30?? years!!  She is such a talented lady and it has been a joy for me 

to make music with her, week after week.  She has so much to offer and is so free in 

her giving and sharing. 

 

All credit for my many blessings are given to Our Creator who has allowed us to 

Worship Him together here in this place. 

 

As my Mvskoke People would say  -----  MVTO!!  (Thank You) 

Dorothy 

A Message from Dorothy 
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What started with one very generous gift from Jen 

Young has turned into quite an adventure for Presby 

Pickins'! 

 

When Jen moved from her family's Fountain Hills home, 

she invited Presby Pickins' to select items from the re-

maining contents to benefit the ministry—including her 

own remarkable collection of more than 120 Breyer 

horses. 

 

We are incredibly grateful to Jen for her generosi-

ty and for entrusting these treasures to Presby 

Pickins'. Her gift has truly been a blessing to our 

ministry. 

 

Over the past several weeks, volunteers have been sort-

ing, gently cleaning, photographing, researching and cata-

loging an amazing assortment of treasures in preparation 

for our first Presby Pickins' Treasures & Collectibles 

Showcase. 

 

And the more we've uncovered, the more excited we've 

become! 

 

The Breyer herd includes Traditional and Classic models 

and a wonderful group of Holiday Horses. Beyond the 

horses, we've discovered a breathtaking Hummel Nativity 

and other Hummels, Willow Tree figurines, Belleek Irish 

porcelain, beautiful Eastern European glassware, Rogaška 

and Waterford crystal, Lenox china, sterling silver jewelry 

and other special finds. 

 

Now comes the fun part—finding new homes for all these 

treasures! 

 

Come Shop! 

Friday, September 18 • 9 AM–3 PM 

Saturday, September 19 • 9 AM–Noon 

FHPC Fireside Room • Indoors • Free Admission 

 

Even if you're not a collector, come take a look. You may 

discover something you love—and every purchase helps 

support FHPC ministries and community causes. 

Bring a friend. Tell a collector! We'd especially appre-

ciate your helping us spread the word beyond our church 

family. 

 

We Still Need Helping Hands! 

Volunteers are especially needed for 2-hour shifts: 

 

Pre-Sale Setup  

Wednesday, Sept. 16 

Thursday, Sept. 17 

 

During the Showcase 

Friday, Sept. 18 

Saturday, Sept. 19 

 

No collectibles expertise required—just a willingness to 

help! 

 

See Kathy Cole after worship or contact her with the 

day and time you can help: 

480-779-8115 • ppfleamarket@gmail.com 

Let's give Jen's generous gift a wonderful new chapter—

and turn these treasured pieces into a blessing for 

many. 

A few of the many treasures waiting for new homes! Pres-

by Pickins' Ministry Chair Kathy Cole prepares for the 

Sept. 18–19 Treasures & Collectibles Showcase.  

Treasures & Collectibles Are Almost Here!  |  Kathy Cole  

mailto:ppleamarket@gmail.com


In Touch  |  September 2026 

 

CELEBRATION 

SINGERS START 

REHEARSALS 

 

SEPTEMBER 17 

@ 4:30 

 

We are all very 

excited to get back 

together! We know 

many are still away 

and will look 

forward to seeing 

each of you as you return. I have such 

appreciation for all of your skills and your talent 

as we bring ourselves to rehearsal and 

encourage our voices to sing, all to the glory of 

God. 

 

We have been singing some great hymn tunes 

and new hymns that are starting to strengthen 

in sound. Great job, congregation! Some of the 

new ones we have done by rote, hearing, then 

singing along with them. The sound will only be 

better as we sing them more, especially when 

the returning congregation start to fill the pews 

and join in. What a beautiful expression. I love 

to hear you and see you as your faces glow in 

the Spirit as we openly sing our praises. So 

good. 

 

“Show me Thy ways, O Lord; Teach me Thy paths. 

Lead me in Thy truth, and teach me: For Thou art 

the God of my salvation: On Thee I do wait all the 

day.” 

     Psalm 26:4-5 

 

Debbie Fisher 

Director of Music Ministries 

Fountain Hills Presbyterian Church ECO 

Music Ministry |  Debbie Fisher 

Extended Communion  

Fountain Hills Presbyterian Church is offering Extended Communion at 

the homes of interested congregants following the regular Communion 

service on the first Sunday of each month. If you are unable to get to church 

and would like to receive Communion at home, simply call the church office 

at (480) 837-1763 and ask to be added to the Extended Communion list. 

Please call no later than the Monday prior to the first Sunday of the 

month. A Deacon will call you a couple of days prior to the service to 

confirm that you still want to receive Communion on that Sunday, and an 

Elder, Deacon, or both will visit you following the regular 9 a.m. service to 

serve Communion. 
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© 2026 In Touch is a monthly publication of Fountain Hills Presbyterian Church. Articles should be submitted to news@fhpresby.org no 

later that the 15th of the month prior to publication.  Editors: Eric Williamson & Monique Reynolds 

Office Hours: Monday – Thursday: 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  

Friday – Sunday: Closed 

13001 Fountain Hills Blvd. | Fountain Hills, AZ 85268 

Phone: 480.837.1763  |  Email: office@fhpresby.org  

Facebook Page:  

www.facebook.com/fhpresbyterianchurch/ 

View Sunday worship and read 

current posts about FHPC. Be sure 

to “Like” our page to get posts di-

rectly in your News-

feed. 

YouTube Channel: 

www.youtube.com/@fhpresbyterianchurch 

View Sunday worship here under 

“Live.” Subscribe to our Channel to 

receive notifications of upcoming 

LIVE services.  

 

Social Media  |  Live Streaming 

 

September Birthdays  

3 Marilyn Humes 

4 Greg Fisher 

4 William Quigley 

10 Barbara Hoverland 

12 Bonnie Matty 

14 Louis Meeuwenberg 

15 Leslie Hermansen 

15 Stephen Hoffman 

15 Jeanette Simmons 

22 Susan Ray 

 

The Columbarium provides a final resting place for the mortal remains of 

members and friends. Along with the urn niches, there is a Wall of Remem-

brance, a waterfall and memorial benches, providing a lovely place for prayer 

and meditation. It is managed by the Columbarium Trustees, a committee of 

our church corporation. A trust fund insures proper 

maintenance and perpetual care of the area. 

 

Columbarium 

U.S. Military Medallions are available for Veterans’ columbarium niches. Please contact 

the church office for more information. 


