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 A New Touch for FHPC | FHPC Office  

We are excited to share 

that Fountain Hills 

Presbyterian Church has 

partnered with 

Subsplash, a leading 

church technology 

platform, to launch a 

completely redesigned 

website and a new 

FHPC mobile app... 

coming soon. 

 

This partnership represents an investment in 

how we connect, communicate, and engage as a 

church family. The new website will offer a 

modern, welcoming experience for members, 

visitors, and anyone seeking to learn more about 

our congregation. Improved navigation, easier 

access to sermons, event registration, ministry 

information, and online giving will help make 

staying connected simpler than ever. 

 

The upcoming FHPC app will bring many of 

these features directly to your smartphone. 

Whether you want to watch a sermon on the 

go, receive church updates, register for an event, 

get the latest Presby Pickins’ details, or stay 

informed about ministry opportunities, the app 

will put FHPC at your fingertips 24/7. 

 

One of the greatest benefits of the new platform 

is its ability to bring all of our church 

communications and resources together in one 

place. Instead of searching through emails, 

bulletins, social media, and websites, members 

will have a centralized hub for worship, 

discipleship, fellowship, and service 

opportunities. Our goal is to help us all stay 

connected and engaged throughout the week, 

not just on Sunday mornings. 

 

Also these new tools will help us extend our 

welcome beyond our church walls. Visitors 

exploring FHPC for the first time will find it 

easier to learn about our ministries, worship 

services, and mission. As we continue sharing 

God's love in Fountain Hills and beyond, this 

digital refresh will strengthen our ability to 

communicate, build community, and support the 

ministries that make Fountain Hills Presbyterian 

Church such a special place. 

 

We are hard at work building and putting the 

finishing touches on this new experience and 

look forward to announcing its launch soon.  

-FHPC Office  
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Focus on Finance | 2026 

Finance Report | Linda Lull, Treasurer 

We are in a positive financial position for the second 

quarter of 2026. 

 

There were no unusual expenditures in June. We 

continue to monitor expenses closely and entered 

July in a strong financial position. While giving 

typically slows during the summer months, operating 

expenses continue throughout the year. 

 

Thank you for faithfully keeping up with your pledges 

and contributions. Your support helps sustain the 

ministry, missions, and operations of FHPC. 

OUR STAFF 

 

Pastor Jim Rizer 

pastorjim@fhpresby.org 

 

Eric Williamson 

office@fhpresby.org 

 

Linda Lull 

Treasurer 

 

Debbie Fisher 

Director of Music 

 

Dorothy Parris  

Pianist 

 

Frank DeGroot 

Custodian 
 

 

 

CHURCH SESSION 

 

Phyliss Kern | Stewardship 

Sandi Thompson | Connect 

Class of 2026 

 

Larry Cole | B&G 

Dean Preising | 

Administration 

Class of 2028 

 

 

 

 

 

BOARD OF DEACONS 

Jeannette Simmons 

Class of 2026 

 

Susan Titus, Moderator 

Ilene Berg, Jean Linzer 

Suzanne Ottoson 

Class of 2027 

 

Monique Reynolds, Terri 

Schmidt, Barbara 

Hoverland 

Class of 2028 

 

 

 

 

13001 N. Fountain Hills Blvd, 

Fountain Hills, AZ 85268 

June Income $   45,521  Budget   $   37,949 

June Expenses  $   39,721  Budget   $   38,206 

    

YTD Income $   229,690  YTD Budget   $   227,694  

YTD Expense $   204,807 YTD Budget   $   231,236  

FHPC eGiving is Safe and Easy 

FHPC offers church members and supporters a convenient 

way to express their generosity online through our eGiving 

portal. To get started, sign up today at 

www.fhpresbyterian.info. Look for the Giving Box 

image at the top right or click "Giving" in the top menu. 

You can also use the Vanco Mobile app to give directly 

from your phone. For instructions, please refer to the eGiving Help section. 

During the summer months, our 

church office hours will be Monday 

through Thursday from 9:00 AM 

to 2:00 PM. 

Have a wonderful summer—God bless! 
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August Sermon Schedule 

Our upcoming Worship Schedule for August: 

 

8/02/26  Shepherds, Sheep & Pastures  

  1 Peter 5:1-4  

   

8/9/26 Greener Pastures Fed and Thriving  

  Psalm 23, John 21:15-17, Hebrews 5:12-13 

   

8/16/26 Still Waters, Abiding Peace   

  Psalm 23, Philippians 4:7 

 

8/23/26 Restored and Restoring Souls 

  Psalm 23, Matthew 4:19 

 

8/30/26 Road Games and Ready Fields 

  Matthew 28, John 4:38 

 
    Saturday, August 8   

12 PM | Fireside Room 

 

“The Foundation of the American 

Experience” & more. For any 

questions, you may contact Maria 

Berry 602-799-9982. 

 

Every Tuesday | 10 AM  

Fireside Room 

All ladies are invited to drop-in 

for fellowship, devotions, bible 

study, puzzles, and 

conversation. 

 Out and About will be meeting at noon, 

Wednesday, August 19th at Saddle Bronc 

Grill at 11056 North Saguaro. 

 

Please make reservations by calling Joyce Leo at 

803-522-2889 or Bonnie Matty at 914-589-8883.  

Out n’ About 

Lunch & Lecture Ladies’ Drop-In 
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This month’s Troops/Veterans report will be a little 

different from most and that is because very few donations 

have come in and am therefore unable to schedule a 

pickup from CBI (Community Bridges).  I can only 

schedule a date when enough donations have come in.  So 

therefore, I want to concentrate more on toiletries this 

time because they are not only desperately needed year-

round, but especially needed during the hot summer 

months.  So, I am requesting that each and every willing 

Church member and/or friend please be willing to make a 

donation of any of these much needed items.   

 

Items needed are: tooth brushes and toothpaste, bars of 

soap, shaving cream and razors, body wash and body 

lotions/cream, mouthwash, hair shampoo, lip balm and 

sunscreen.  Because of the higher temperatures from the 

sun, long-sleeved t-shirts would help those that find 

themselves homeless from getting badly sunburned.  And 

of course our regularly needed items of donations 

continue to be socks, t-shirts, shorts, cargo pants, hats, 

and bedding.  Let’s all help those that are in need.  This is 

what we do, help others.   

The Mission 

Committee is always 

happy to see Church 

members and friends 

from our community 

placing items in our 

collection box, 

located in the 

Narthex on the East 

side, in the basket 

cart out front as you 

enter the Church or 

in the Church office.  

I thank you for 

continuing to help 

make our military 

ministry a success.  

Support Our Troops  |  Donna Sims 

Book Review | Barbara Oakeson 

Carlos Montezuma, MD, a Yavapai American 

Hero: the Life and Times of an American Indian, 

1866-1923 by Leon Speroff 

 

You can’t tell the history of the United States without 

including indigenous peoples. As we look back over the 

last 250 years of American history, we need to be aware 

of everybody’s story. Native American history is American 

history. 

 

One story that began and ended here in our area is that of 

Wassaja.  As a young boy he was abducted when he was 

five years old in 1871 by Pima scouts in a raid in the Four 

peaks area by Pima Indians who then tried to sell him. 

They offered him for 30 silver dollars to an itinerant Italian 

photographer Carlo Gentile who happened to be in the 

area. Fortunately Gentile adopted Wassaja as his own son 

and renamed him Carlos Montezuma. Wassaja was an 

excellent student in school and after finishing high school 

quickly earned his medical degree and license to practice. 

He was offered work as a physician with the Bureau of 

Indian Affairs (BIA) and traveled to reservations providing 

services to Native Americans followed by time at 

the Carlisle Indian Industrial School in Pennsylvania.   

 

He also became a spokesperson for his people, publishing 

articles, making speeches, and fighting passionately to 

liberate all American 

Indians from the 

oppressive reign of 

the Indian Bureau, 

which ruled the 

reservation system 

with an iron hand, 

one that it 

frequently used to 

violate Indian land 

and water rights, not 

to mention civil 

liberties, with 

impunity.  But fight 

he did. And win he 

did. In the end, because of his selfless dedication to Indian 

rights, he set an example for us all.  

 

Montezuma became very ill with tuberculosis in 1922 and 

decided to permanently return to the land of his people. 

He died on January 31, 1923, and is buried at the Fort 

McDowell Indian cemetery.   The Fort McDowell Yavapai 

Nation in 1996 named their new health care facility 

the Dr. Carlos Montezuma, Wassaja Memorial Health 

Center. I had the pleasure of working in this clinic for five 

years after moving to Arizona and really appreciated the 

opportunity to learn about the Indian culture. 
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Pastor’s Pen | Jim Rizer 

 It is becoming increasingly evident that we are being shaped by our 

culture and our technology.  Quick search results breed impatience.  

140 characters or doom scrolling whittle away at attention spans.  

Commercials seek to convince us that we are consumers born to 

purchase, use, and purchase again. 

 

The question for us is are we being intentional in what we desire to be 

shaped into?  Are we increasingly becoming consumers who are 

focused on what we want or are we increasingly becoming disciples 

who are focused on what Christ wants?  Consumers view relationships 

transactionally, a means to a desired end.  Disciples view relationships 

as community.  Consumers are fixed on building individual happiness.  

Disciples are committed to building God’s kingdom. 

 

Be wise and intentional on how you are being shaped. 

 

Yours in Christ,  

Rev. Jim Rizer 

Fountain Hills Presbyterian Church 

celebrated America's 250th 

anniversary with an evening of 

fellowship, patriotic spirit, and 

spectacular fireworks viewed from 

the comfort of the Fellowship 

Center. 

 

Nearly 50 people gathered for the 

evening, including several guests and 

new faces, enjoying festive 

decorations, with tables 

representing each of the original 13 colonies. Mike Pizzuto entertained everyone on the piano and 

led a lively patriotic sing-along, while Mary Lee Lehrich served as emcee and organized fun, patriotic-

themed games. 

 

Many also participated in our Prayers for America initiative, writing prayers, hopes, and blessings on 

patriotic stars as we gave thanks to God for the freedoms we enjoy. 

 

Special thanks to the planning committee led by Sandi Thompson, with Mary Lee Lehrich, Debbie 

Olson, Jackie Miles, and Kathy Cole, for creating a memorable evening of fellowship and gratitude. 

July 4 Community Social | Kathy Cole 
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As we continue 

through our 

summer worship 

season, we will take 

time to learn a few 

hymns that add new 

choruses to the 

traditional favorites 

we have loved 

singing for many 

years. We will 

continue to sing 

these throughout 

our services, along with other familiar hymns 

that are becoming increasingly comfortable and 

meaningful to us. 

 

There is something wonderful about hearing the 

congregation sing with confidence and joy. I can 

hear your voices growing stronger each week, 

and you are doing a marvelous job. Many of you 

are already familiar with these additional 

phrases of praise and affirmation. Their 

messages of gratitude and faithful 

encouragement help teach our hearts and 

tongues to proclaim Christ's love with 

confidence, allowing the words and rhythms of 

worship to flow naturally. 

Having the choir seated throughout the 

congregation during the summer months has 

also helped strengthen our confidence as we 

learn new musical phrases and choruses. In 

September, the choir will return to the choir 

loft, bringing another beautiful dimension to our 

worship experience and creating a different, yet 

equally meaningful, balance of sound within 

God's sanctuary. 

 

It is a blessing to hear God's people lift their 

voices together in praise. 

 

"The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the 

soul: the testimony of the Lord is sure, making 

wise the simple.  

The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the 

heart: the commandment of the Lord is pure, 

enlightening the eyes." 

-Psalm 19:7-8  

 

Debbie Fisher 

Director of Music Ministries 

Fountain Hills Presbyterian Church ECO 

Music Ministry |  Debbie Fisher 

Extended Communion  

Fountain Hills Presbyterian Church is offering Extended Communion at 

the homes of interested congregants following the regular Communion 

service on the first Sunday of each month. If you are unable to get to church 

and would like to receive Communion at home, simply call the church office 

at (480) 837-1763 and ask to be added to the Extended Communion list. 

Please call no later than the Monday prior to the first Sunday of the 

month. A Deacon will call you a couple of days prior to the service to 

confirm that you still want to receive Communion on that Sunday, and an 

Elder, Deacon, or both will visit you following the regular 9 a.m. service to 

serve Communion. 
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© 2026 In Touch is a monthly publication of Fountain Hills Presbyterian Church. Articles should be submitted to news@fhpresby.org no 

later that the 15th of the month prior to publication.  Editors: Eric Williamson & Monique Reynolds 

Summer Office Hours: Monday – Thursday: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  

Friday – Sunday: Closed 

13001 Fountain Hills Blvd. | Fountain Hills, AZ 85268 

Phone: 480.837.1763  |  Email: office@fhpresby.org  

Facebook Page:  

www.facebook.com/fhpresbyterianchurch/ 

View Sunday worship and read 

current posts about FHPC. Be sure 

to “Like” our page to get posts di-

rectly in your News-

feed. 

YouTube Channel: 

www.youtube.com/@fhpresbyterianchurch 

View Sunday worship here under 

“Live.” Subscribe to our Channel to 

receive notifications of upcoming 

LIVE services.  

 

Social Media  |  Live Streaming 

 August Birthdays  

Byron turns 100 on August 15! 

1: Diane Runfola 

2: Tyler Martinson 

8: Ken Brown 

9: Jim Carroll, Letha Neely 

10: Ben Owens 

11: Donald Carillo 

13: Pat Ahrens 

15: Byron Hodgson 

18: Mary Ann Nickel 

21: Dennis Kester 

22: Jo-Ann Spalding 

26: Maria Berry, Kent Martinson 

27: Karl Haviland, Richard Uphoff 

30: Margie Brown 

31: Joyce Reeg 

 

We encourage all FHPC members 

to share words of encouragement, 

support, and congratulations as we 

celebrate this incredible milestone 

for fellow FHPC member Byron 

Hodgson. 

 

Please send cards, letters, and 

messages to: 

 

Byron Hodgson 

10242 Doubleday Dr 

Richland, MI 49083 


