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NICHE 

EXPANSION 

COMPLETED  

 

The FHPC 

Columbarium was 

dedicated in 1990, 

following an ancient 

custom of burying 

the deceased near a 

home church.  It is 

a final resting place for the cremains of many of 

our church members and friends. It is located in 

the shadow of the Memorial Bell Tower near the 

entrance to the Sanctuary and shaded by 

mesquite and olive trees. High above, the 

Carillon rings out beautiful and cherished hymns.  

A lovely fountain, beautiful flora, and memorial 

benches within the Columbarium offer a peaceful 

and sacred setting for reflection, prayer, and 

meditation. Surrounding the Columbarium is our 

Biblical Garden, which features plantings 

mentioned in the Bible.  

 

The Columbarium and Biblical Garden are 

managed by the Columbarium Trustees, a 

committee of our church corporation elected by 

the Congregation for three-year terms. Current 

Trustees are Matt Jefferson (Chair), Althea 

Halchuck, George Holtan, Dawn Lau, and our 

latest member, Arlene Stewart. FHPC does not 

fund or supplement Columbarium in any way; it 

is fully self-sustaining. Management is provided 

solely by niche subscriptions, memorial plaque 

reservations, donations, and volunteer 

participation.  A trust fund, managed by the 

Trustees, ensures proper maintenance and 

perpetual care of the Columbarium. The 

Columbarium is not restricted to church 

members but is available to anyone with the 

Trustees' prior approval. The subscription fee of 

$1,250 includes the bronze nameplate created at 

the time of interment, a Veteranõs medallion, and 

maintenance.  

 

Initially, there were 276 niches, but by the Fall of 

2024, only six remained. So, the (cont. pg. 7)
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Focus on Finance | 2026  

Finance Report | Linda Lull, Treasurer  

Year-to-date our finances are in a positive 

position and are currently aligned with the 

budget. There were no unexpected 

expenditures. We continue to build our 

capital reserve funds in anticipation of the 

summer months. Thank you for keeping up 

with your pledges and contributions towards 

the missions, and operations of FHPC. We 

appreciate your commitment. your pledges 

and contributions towards the missions, and 

operations. 

OUR STAFF 

Pastor Jim Rizer  

pastorjim@fhpresby.org 

 

Eric Williamson  

office@fhpresby.org 

 

Linda Lull  

Treasurer 

 

Debbie Fisher  

Director of Music 

 

Dorothy Parris Pianist 

 

Steve Trommer  

Custodian 
 

CHURCH SESSION  

MaryAnn OõConnor 

Clerk of Session 

 

Phyliss Kern | Stewardship  

Sandi Thompson | Connect  

Brendan Wagner | Mission  

Class of 2026 

 

MaryAnn OõConnor | 

Worship & Music  

Class of 2027 

 

Larry Cole | B&G  

Dean Preising | 

Administration  

Class of 2028 

 

 

BOARD OF DEACONS  

Jeannette Simmons  

Class of 2026 

 

Susan Titus, Moderator  

Ilene Berg, Jean Linzer  

Suzanne Ottoson  

Class of 2027 

 

Monique Reynolds, Terri 

Schmidt, Barbara 

Hoverland  

Class of 2028 

 

13001 N. Fountain Hills Blvd, 

Fountain Hills, AZ 85268  

www.fhpresbyterian.info  

February Income $   31,313 Budget   $   37,949 

February Expenses  $   33,980 Budget   $   38,873 

    

YTD Income $   61,847 YTD Budget   $   75,898 

YTD Expense $   61,617 YTD Budget   $   77,746 

FHPC eGiving is Safe and Easy  
FHPC offers church members and supporters a convenient 

way to express their generosity online through our eGiving 

portal. To get started, sign up today at 

www.fhpresbyterian.info . Look for the Giving Box 

image at the top right or click "Giving" in the top menu. 

You can also use the Vanco Mobile app to give directly 

from your phone. For instructions, please refer to the eGiving Help section. 

STAY CONNECTED WITH FHPC!  

Make sure you're getting our latest news and updates. 

Subscribe to our email list at: 

www.fhpresbyterian.info    

or contact the church office at 480-837-1763 

or office@fhpresby.org .  



In Touch  |  April 2026  

 

 

Weekly Bible Study Starts Back Up End of  April...  

A Bible Study on the Book of Jonah will begin on April 

22.  This account of a reluctant prophet, a foreign people, 

and the God of grace has much to teach us.  Come 

rediscover the depth of this account which is so much more 

than a fish story. 

 

BIBLE STUDIES are held on Wednesdays at 10am in 

the Fireside Room  & 6pm in the Fellowship Center.  

Our worship schedule for Holy Week will be: 

 

3/29 Palm Sunday Worship - 9 am  

We celebrate the entry of Jesus in to Jerusalem and will 

reflect on the crowd calling out "Hosanna" (Save us) as 

Jesus enters. 

4/2 Maundy Thursday Worship - 6 pm : 

In this service we will 'walk' with Jesus first into the 

Upper Room, consider His prediction of the disciples 

falling way, celebrate communion, and then follow Jesus 

out into the garden of Gethsemane, reflect on His 

prayers and arrest and then depart in silence. 

4/3 Good Friday Worship - 12pm Noon  

We will reflect on Christ's sufferings and crucifixion as 

we consider the Seven Last Words of Jesus from the 

cross.  

4/5 Easter Sunday Worship - 9am  

We will celebrate the resurrection of the Lord with trumpets and singing as we explore what it 

means that Jesus is the Resurrection and the Life. 

April Holy Week Schedule!  

On Easter Sunday on April 5th , Hilltop Hospitality will be having 

an Easter Brunch in Fellowship Center following Worship. Hilltop 

Hospitality will be having sliced ham, quiches, potato and egg potato 

casseroles plus a blueberry French toast casserole. If anyone would like 

to bring a salad or dessert it would be appreciated.   

- Hilltop Hospitality is looking forward to a delightful Buffet.  
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Pastorõs Pen | Jim Rizer 

It seems that every year we are faced with a post Easter dilemma.  

After waiting until the appropriate time we unpack our Easter 

decorations and put things throughout the house.  From crafts that 

the kids once made to items from our youth, from hand crafted 

gifts to colorful reflections of the season, the decorations find their 

places throughout the house.  Then, after a few weeks, we pack up 

our Easter decorations. A few days later, we always find something 

that we missed.  It is almost like our Easter things refuse to be put 

away.   

When you think about it, of all the celebrations, Easter should be 

the most difficult to òput back in the boxó for on the first Easter 

God changed the world.  New life springs forth from the dead end 

of the tomb.  Hope is unleashed in the midst of despair.  Godõs love and power triumph over 

death.  We can still feel our hearts quicken and the joy spill out of the box as we reflect on the 

wonder of the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.   

While there may be some seasonal necessity to pack up our decorations, we rejoice that Easter 

can not be contained and packed away.  May each of us continue to discover the hope, joy and life 

that Christ brings in and through the resurrection.  May there be signs of Easter to remind us that 

on this side of the empty tomb it is always Easter.  Every day is a good day to celebrate He is Risen! 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Jim Rizer 

They are coming back! Save the Date! The Sonoran 

Quintet , including oboist and FHPC member Patti Backes, 

will offer a concert in the sanctuary on Sunday, April 26 at 

2:00. The event will again benefit the Fountain Hills Mary 

Ellen & Robert Mckee Branch of the Boys and Girls Club of 

Greater Scottsdale. The event is free and open to the public, 

and donations are gratefully accepted. Last year, the concert 

collected from the attendees a total of $1,056.00. We had 

three of our church groups donate to that amount, resulting 

in a grand total of $2,556.00. These funds provide financial 

assistance to those families in need of after-school/summer 

daycare, a truly positive investment in the children and their 

families in the Fountain Hills Community.      
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Clerkõs Corner | Maryann OõConnor 

Here in the desert, spring arrives quietly but beautifully.  The days 

grow warmer, wildflowers appear, and the desert landscape begins 

to show signs of new life.  Each year this season reminds us of the 

renewal that God brings to His creation.  

 

Serving as an Elder in our church is both a privilege and a 

responsibility.  We do not serve on session because we believe 

we have all the answers, but because we are called to help care 

for the spiritual life of this congregation.   The decisions we make 

affect all of us, so your prayers and guidance are needed. The 

session remains thankful for the many members who faithfully 

support the ministry of our church through prayer, participation, 

and acts of kindness toward one another.  

The Elders of your church are always available for your questions 

and concerns,  please feel free to reach out to us.  We welcome your comments. 

 

We are thankful for the opportunity to serve and for the faithful support of our congregation.  May 

God continue to guide and bless our church as we grow together.  The strength of our church 

community lies in the willingness of its members to serve, pray, and care for one another. 

 

"Be shepherds of God's flock that is under your care... not pursuing selfish gain, but eager to serve." 

1 Peter 5:2 

 

Grace and Peace 

Maryann O'Connor 
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Lunch & Lecture  

Saturday, April 11 & 25  

12 PM | Fireside Room  

Series on Genesis  

by Professor Gary Rendsburg, 

PHD For any questions, you may 

contact Maria Berry 602-799-9982. 

 

Menõs Bible Study  

Menõs Bible Study 

Group!   Join us for our 
Menõs Bible Study 

Group, April 13 & 27 
at 9:00 AM in the 

Fireside Room . 
Together, weõll explore 

the New Testament and 
seek to apply its 

teachings to our daily 
lives. 

 If you have any questions, please 
contact Don Carillo at 480-694-3025 or 
carillofamily8@gmail.com.   

 

Ladiesõ Drop-In 

Every Tuesday | 10 AM  

Fireside Room  

All ladies are invited to drop-in for 

fellowship, games, puzzles, and 

conversation. 

Womenõs Morning Bible Study 

The Womenõs Morning 

Bible Study will meet 

Thursday April 9 at 9:30 
AM in the Fireside 

Room.   

 

Please read Chapters 7 and 

8 in our book David, a Man 

of Passion and Destiny by 

Charles Swindoll. To what 

depths has Davidõs life 
sunk? He is alone and living 

in a cave.  But God is his 

refuge and God has a plan. Join our discussion.  

 

For information call Monique 336-382-8733.  

Gentlemen: We 

are looking forward 

with anticipation to 

the celebration of 

Christ's resurrection 

on Easter Sunday . 

The following 

weekend we will 

meet again on Saturday, April 11 , in the 

Fellowship Center starting at 8:00 am . Please 

mark your calendars for the next day, Sunday, 

April 12 , that we have designated as Men's 

Sunday, for which plans are underway. In 

February the Men voted to donate $750 to 

Extended Hands Food Bank, and at our April 

meeting we will consider another donation to a 

worthy non-profit. Happy Easter and blessings to 

all. 

- Blessings to all, Bill Matty 815-282-6024   

Menõs Fellowship  

 Out and About will be meeting on Wednesday, 

April 15th,  at noon at Georgieõs at 16725 

East Avenue of the Fountains .  

 

For reservations, please call:  

Joyce Leo at 803-522-2889 or  

Bonnie Matty at 815-260-5031 

Out nõ About 
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Trustees voted to expand by adding 32 niches. Our 

expansion goals were to maximize the number of 

niches, minimize the footprint, maintain the quality, 

and make it affordable.  We received three bids for 

various designs and locations on the campus. After 

much deliberation, the Trustees approved the bid 

for 32 niches from the original niche provider, 

Matthewsõ Mausoleum.  The new niche expansion 

was completed in early 2025, and the new niches 

were located directly across from Section òA,ó in 

Section òD,ó creating a mirror image of the existing 

wall.  

 

This project had many moving parts and helpers, 

including former Trustee Bob Lull, who served as 

construction manager, and Jack Morris, a long-time 

Trustee who served throughout the completion. 

Work included removing a shade tree and some 

shrubs, and masonry work to form a structure for 

inserting the bank of 32 niches. A tile company 

encased the new niches, identical to those in Section 

òA.ó Church member Mike Stanton arranged 

transport of the niches from the Mathews factory in 

Pennsylvania to Phoenix for storage and delivery to 

the church, and he donated the costs. Bill and Helen 

Quiqley generously covered the cost of replacing the 

mesquite tree with a new olive tree. We adhered to 

our list of goals and stayed under budget.  

 

Visit the Columbarium to view the finished product.  

If you have any questions, please see one of the 

Trustees.   

 

Althea Halchuck, 3/6/26 

Columbarium Report (continued)  
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I want to thank each and 

every person who wrote 

an Easter note to each 

and every one of our 
Church-connected active

-duty military personnel.  

As of the writing of this 

article for the April In-
Touch Newsletter, I have 

received back a total of 

41 notes and hopefully a 

few more will come back 
in within a couple of 

days.  Out of a beginning of 60 envelopes to be 

handed out, a total of 48 were taken.   
 

I did manage to arrange for a pick-up from CBI 

(Community Bridges) of our donations that had 

come in the last few weeks and they were thrilled 
with such a big variety of items which included a 

large number of brand new t-shirts that I luckily 

found on sale (see picture).  With the change of 

weather, please remember that clothing items for 

warm summer months are upon us.  As noted 

before, donations are needed year-round for our 

veterans who find themselves not only in need of 

clothing, bedding and toiletries, but need housing 
too.   

 

Please remember our military ministry is year 
round, it never stops.  The Mission Committee is 

always happy to see Church members and friends 

from our community placing items in our 

collection box, located in the Narthex on the East 
side, in the basket cart out front as you enter the 

Church and in the Church office.  Our Veterans 

and Troops thank you for helping make our 

military ministry a continuing success and putting 
smiles on many faces as they receive Easter and 

Christmas cards filled with notes and receive items 

of clothing, bedding, hats, gloves, shoes and 
toiletries.  THANK YOU.   

 

Donna Sims,  

Mission Committee  

Support Our Troops  |  Donna Sims  
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A Shepherd Looks at Psalm 23  

by W. Phillip Keller  

Two Versions: 1970 and 1999  

 

Note: This article was first published in 2024 

and is back by popular demand.  

 

The 23rd Psalm is one of the most famous 

passages of Scripture. Many have memorized it, 

and Christians almost always read it at memorial 

and graveside services. I grew up with the King 

James version, and thatõs one of the reasons I 

was drawn to W. Phillip Kellerõs A Shepherd 

Looks at Psalm 23.  David is the author of the 

23rd Psalm, and he wrote it speaking as a sheep, 

or as one of the flock. There are two versions of 

this book in our library. The 1970 version is 

bound in brown leather and printed in black and 

white with charming etch-like illustrations by 

Robert Doares. The 1999 revised version has 

full-color illustrations, but I feel it lacks the 

simple charm of the earlier version.  

 

The twelve chapters begin with òThe Lord is My 

Shepardó and end with òI Will Dwell in the 

House of the Lord Forever.ó  Phrase by phrase, 

Keller discusses the 23rd Psalm and draws on his 

eight years of experience as a sheep rancher in 

British Columbia to illustrate how God is the 

Good Shepherd there to protect and guide us 

through difficult terrain. We are His mere sheep, 

dependent on Him for our every need.  Keller 

draws on his insights from his sheepherding days 

to show parallels between our lives as Christians 

and our loving Shepherd, who cares for each of 

us and never lets even one of his sheep go 

astray.  òGod and man are those of a father 

to his children and a shepherd to his sheep.ó  

 

Follow the author's admonition for the òreader 

to approach the pages with an open mind and 

unbiased spirit. If he does, fresh truth and 

exciting glimpses of Godõs care and concerns for 

him will flood over his being.ó  This is an amazing 

book from both a spiritual and educational 

perspective. Keller cleverly weaves his 

knowledge and experience into each chapter. 

You will learn everything you need to know 

Book Review | Althea Halchuck  
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about the òsheep worldó and how the shepherd 

must be proactive with his flock to maintain 

their security.  As with sheep, there are many 

obstacles in life to overcome, and it is up to us 

to follow our Shepherd to avoid its ruts, pitfalls, 

and hazards.  ò Always follow the Shepherd" is 

good advice for sheep and Christians alike.    

 

Here are 

some relevant 

quotes:  

 

òSheep do 

not ôjust 

take care of 

themselves.õ 

They require 

endless 

attention 

and meticulous care. From early dawn until 

late at night, this utterly selfless Shepherd is 

alert to the welfare of his flock. For him, 

there is no greater reward, no deeper 

satisfaction, than seeing his sheep contented, 

well-fed, safe, and flourishing under his 

care.ó 

 

òIt is no mere whim on Godõs part to call us 

sheep. Our behavior patterns and life habits 

are so much like those of sheep that it is well

-nigh embarrassing. Our mass mind (or mob 

instincts), our fears and timidity, our 

stubbornness and stupidity, and our perverse 

habits are all parallels of profound 

importance.ó  

òI came to realize that nothing so quieted 

and reassured the sheep as to see me in the 

field. The presence of their master, owner 

and protector put them at ease as nothing 

else could. When my eyes are on my Master, 

they are not on those around me. This is a 

place of peace.ó   

 

There is not enough time in a short review to 

present much detail. You must experience this 

book for yourself. it. I guarantee you will never 

think about the 23rd Psalm (or sheep) in the 

same way after you read this treasure of a book.  

 

Library Footnotes | Althea Halchuck  


