
SILENT PRAYER OF PREPARATION BEFORE WORSHIP         
         Angela Ashwin (Contemporary) 

 Lord, in these days of mercy, make us quiet and prayerful;  

 in these days of challenge, make us stronger in you;  

 in these days of emptiness, take possession of us;  

 in these days of waiting,  

  open our hearts to the mystery of your cross. 
  

PRELUDE                     “The Power of the Cross”                  Getty/Townend 
              
  

WORDS OF WELCOME         
 
 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP        “Surely the Presence”           Celebration Hilltop 

 

INVOCATION                                           

Leader:   With anticipation and expectation,  

               we gather in this place for worship.  

People:  We listen for a healing word, we yearn for a saving       

               touch and we wait for the light which guides.  

Leader:   Open our eyes to the way that leads to life as  

               you would have us live it.  
  

*HYMN OF INVITATION               “Your Love, Oh Lord”                       Third Day 

Your love, Oh Lord, reaches to the heavens 

Your faithfulness, stretches to the sky 

Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains 

Your justice flows like the oceans tide 
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I will lift my voice to worship You, my King. 

I will find my strength in the shadow of Your wing. 
 

Your love, Oh Lord, reaches to the heavens 

Your faithfulness, stretched to the sky 

Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains 

Your justice flows like the oceans tide. 

 

I will lift my voice to worship You, my King. 

I will find my strength in the shadow of Your wing 

 

(8 bar instrumental break) 

 

I will lift my voice to worship You, my King. 

I will find my strength in the shadow of Your wing. 

 

I will lift my voice to worship You, my King. 

I will find my strength in the shadow of Your wing. 

 

Your Love, Oh Lord, reaches to the heavens, 

Your faithfulness stretched to the sky… 

 
              

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)             Sandra Coultrap, Liturgist 

Leader:  Open our eyes today, O Lord,  
       and let us see what you see. 
People: Open our eyes today, O Lord,  
       and teach us to see the way you see. 
Leader:  Open our minds today, O Lord,  
       and let us know truth as  you know truth. 
People: Open our minds today, O Lord,  
       and teach us to think the way you think. 
Leader:  Open our hearts today, O Lord,  
       and allow us to love as you love. 
People: Open our hearts today, O Lord,  
       and teach us to love. 

 
 



*Song of Commitment        “Antiphonal Praise”       Steve Green 
 

    We Worship You   --- (echo) 

    Almighty God -- (echo) 

    In You alone -- (echo 

    Is our delight -- (echo) 

    We worship You -- (echo) 

    O Holy God  --- (echo) 

    and lift our voice -- (echo) 

    to sing Your praise --- (echo) 

    Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 

 

       

CALL TO CONFESSION 
Leader: As children of God’s light, we bring our confession to God, 

  so that what is hidden in us becomes visible, 

  and the shadows of our hearts may be illumined by grace. 
 

PRAYER FOR FORGIVENESS & RENEWAL (responsive) 

Leader:  Gracious God, 

      we are people who still love darkness rather than light. 

People:  We keep shameful deeds secret,  

      but flaunt our occasional acts of virtue. 

      We see ourselves as blameless, 

      but pass judgment on others. 

      We do not stand firmly enough with those who 

      are vulnerable,  

      but step back, protecting ourselves. 

Leader: Forgive us, we pray. 

People:  Bring us into your light that we may 

      see ourselves rightly. 

      Bring us into your light that we may 

      see you clearly. 

      Keep raising us, we pray, from the deadness of sin, 

      and shine upon us with your grace. 

      We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, 

     the light of the world. Amen. 

CHORAL RESPONSE       “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord”     



ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS        “Gloria Patri”                         
 

SPECIAL MUSIC           “He Never Failed Me Yet”       Celebration Singers 

  

SCRIPTURE READING                 Isaiah 58:1-12 (NRSV)                 
   Leader:     This is the word of the Lord. 

       People:     Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON                             “The Acceptable Fast”                         Bill Good 

 MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION 
 

RESPONDING IN COMMITMENT 
 OFFERTORY                       “Jesus Paid It All”                      John T. Grape 

        *DOXOLOGY 

   *PRAYER OF DEDICATION & THE LORD’S PRAYER                             

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy  

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,  

as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 

Amen. 
 

*CLOSING HYMN              “He Leadeth Me”                                #690 

1. 

He leadeth me! O blessed thought! 

O words with heavenly comfort fraught! 

Whate'er I do, whate'er I be,  

still 'tis God's hand that leadeth me. 

  

He leadeth me, He leadeth me. 

By His own hand He leadeth me. 

His faithful follower I would be, 

for by His hand He leadeth me. 

2. 

Lord, I would clasp Thy hand in mine, 

nor ever murmur nor repine, 

Content, whatever lot I see, 



since 'tis Thy hand that leadeth me. 

  

He leadeth me, He leadeth me. 

By His own hand He leadeth me. 

His faithful follower I would be, 

For by His hand He leadeth me. 

  

  

vs. 3  

And when my task on earth is done, 

when, by Thy grace, the victory's won, 

E'en death's cold wave I will not flee, 

since God thro' Jordan leadeth me. 

  

He leadeth me, He leadeth me,  

By His own hand He leadeth me. 

His faithful follower I would be, 

for by His hand He leadeth me.  
 

 

 

OUR SHARED LIFE                            

 
 

*BENEDICTION 

             

*RESPONSE                          “Grant Us Thy Peace”          

   Tune:  Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise 

Grant us Thy peace upon our homeward way; 
With Thee began, with Thee shall end the day; 

Guard Thou the lips from sin, the hearts from shame, 
That in this house have called upon Thy name.   

 
 
 

    POSTLUDE                                

 

  *is an invitation to stand to those who are able and comfortable 
 All rights reserved. Reprinted under  CCLI #2863995 

 



 

Listen for the Word of God as we read from Isaiah, Chapter 58, verses 

1-12 (NRSV) 

 

Shout out, do not hold back! 
    Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 
Announce to my people their rebellion, 
    to the house of Jacob their sins. 
 Yet day after day they seek me 
    and delight to know my ways, 
as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness 
    and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; 
they ask of me righteous judgments, 
    they delight to draw near to God. 
 “Why do we fast, but you do not see? 
    Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” 
Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day, 
   and oppress all your workers. 
 Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight 
    and to strike with a wicked fist. 
Such fasting as you do today 
    will not make your voice heard on high. 
 Is such the fast that I choose, 
    a day to humble oneself? 
Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, 
    and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 
Will you call this a fast, 
    a day acceptable to the Lord? 
 Is not this the fast that I choose: 
    to loose the bonds of injustice, 
    to undo the thongs of the yoke, 
to let the oppressed go free, 
    and to break every yoke? 



 Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, 
    and bring the homeless poor into your house; 
when you see the naked, to cover them, 
    and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 
Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 
    and your healing shall spring up quickly; 
your vindicator[a] shall go before you, 
    the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard. 
 Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; 
    you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. 
If you remove the yoke from among you, 
    the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 
 if you offer your food to the hungry 
    and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, 
then your light shall rise in the darkness 
    and your gloom be like the noonday. 
The Lord will guide you continually, 
    and satisfy your needs in parched places, 
    and make your bones strong; 
and you shall be like a watered garden, 
    like a spring of water, 
    whose waters never fail. 
 Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; 
    you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; 
you shall be called the repairer of the breach, 
    the restorer of streets to live in. 
 

 

L:  This is the word of the Lord. 

P:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+58%3A1-12&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-18795a
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For those joining us online, you can request flowers  

for upcoming Sundays’ worship www.fhpresbyterian.info/flowers   

http://www.fhpresbyterian.info/flowers

